November 10, 2009

BY CERTIFIED MAIL — 

Department of Public Safety

Connecticut State Police Headquarters

1111 Country Club Road

Middletown, CT 06457

RE:
Freedom of Information Act Request 

To Whom It May Concern:

 
We submit this Freedom of Information request pursuant to the State of Connecticut's Freedom of Information Act, Conn. Gen. Stat. § 1-200, et seq., on behalf of the Media Freedom and Information Access Practicum, an unaffiliated student organization at the Yale Law School. 

 
We respectfully request copies of the following agency records (as defined under Conn. Gen. Stat. § 1-200(5) (including, but not limited to, electronic records), for the period January 1, 2003 through the present:

1. Records describing the budget and budget allocations for:

a) The Connecticut Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (“DEMHS”) as a whole;

b) The Connecticut Intelligence Center (“CTIC”);

c) The Office of Counter Terrorism (“OCT”); and

d) The Critical Infrastructure Protection Unit (“CIPU”) and the Joint Terrorism Task Force (“JTTF”), which are housed within the OCT.

2. Records and correspondence discussing existing or prospective funding sources, including any federal funds received or requested, for: 

a) DEMHS;

b) CTIC; and

c) OCT.

3. Records detailing the number of employees and breakdowns of budgetary and salary information by position for:

a) DEMHS;

b) CTIC; and

c) OCT.

4. Records describing the number (if any) of federal intelligence officers deployed or expected to be deployed to CTIC, and the cost, if any of such deployment to Connecticut state;

5. Any audits performed on the CTIC, DEMHS, and/or OCT, including the results of those audits;

6. Records specifically describing any budgetary allocations for information technology, network system management tools, and related services;  and

7. Records describing information technology contracts and acquisitions, including the names of companies contracted with.

Request for a Public Interest Fee Waiver 

 
According to Conn. Gen. Stat § 1-212(d)(3), a public agency shall waive any fee when “in its judgment, compliance with the applicant’s request benefits the general welfare.” Under this provision, the Media Freedom and Information Access Practicum qualifies for a fee waiver for the requested material, which will contribute significantly to public understanding of Connecticut’s public budgetary uses, intentions, and allocations. The Practicum maintains no commercial or private interest in obtaining these records. 

***

 
 We ask to receive all documents responsive to our request in electronic format, whenever possible. If some or all of the responsive documents are available in digital form by e-mail, please send them to the Practicum at mfia@mailman.yale.edu.

 
If this request is denied in whole or in part, please justify all deletions by reference to exemptions of the statute. In addition, please release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material.  

 
Pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat § 1-206(a), we expect a response within four business days of your receipt of the request. If you have any questions in processing this request, please do not hesitate  to contact us at the above e-mail address. Thank you for your time and assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Margot Kaminski, Nabiha Syed, and Adrienna Wong

Student Directors of the 

Media Freedom & Information Access Practicum

127 Wall Street

New Haven, CT 06510

mfia@mailman.yale.edu

