November 10, 2009

BY CERTIFIED MAIL — 

Department of Public Safety

Connecticut State Police Headquarters

1111 Country Club Road

Middletown, CT 06457

RE:
Freedom of Information Act Request 

To Whom It May Concern:


We submit this Freedom of Information request pursuant to the State of Connecticut's Freedom of Information Act, Conn. Gen. Stat. § 1-200, et seq., on behalf of the Media Freedom and Information Access Practicum, an unaffiliated student organization at the Yale Law School.  

 
We respectfully request copies of the following agency records (as defined under Conn. Gen. Stat. § 1-200(5) (including, but not limited to, electronic records), for the period January 1, 2003 through the present:

1. Records and correspondence describing the establishment of any relationship between DHS and Connecticut officials with regards to DHS's State, Local, and Regional Fusion Center Initiative, including, but not limited to, any memoranda of understanding (“MOUs”) or Memoranda of Agreement (“MOAs”) or similar document;

2. Records and correspondence describing the establishment of any relationship between DHS and Connecticut officials with regards to the Connecticut Information Center (“CTIC”), including, but not limited to, any MOUs or MOAs;

3. Any records defining criteria that federal or Connecticut state officials must meet to participate in particular information-sharing initiatives; 

4. Records and correspondence describing the establishment of any information-sharing relationships between DHS and Connecticut officials, including, but not limited to: 

a) Records concerning DHS access to information provided by CTIC or CTIC personnel;

b) Records concerning CTIC personnel access to information compiled, stored, analyzed, or managed by DHS;

c) Records concerning CTIC personnel access to any other federal systems, databases and records, whether or not that information is compiled, stored, analyzed, or managed by DHS; 

d) Records concerning CTIC personnel access to information compiled, stored, analyzed, or managed by other states and municipalities;

e) Records concerning CTIC personnel access to information compiled, stored, analyzed, or managed by non-government parties, including but not limited to commercial databases, private transportation providers, tip lines, educational institutions, hospitals, insurers, emergency medical services (EMS), banks, other holders of financial records, or non-profit entities;

f) Records describing any information-sharing relationships between DHS and/or Connecticut government with private sector entities; and in particular,

g) Any MOUs, MOAs or similar document regarding the above described relationships.

2. Any records listing databases and information systems considered “relevant” and “appropriately accessed” by federal and state officials for the purposes of the Fusion Center Initiative; 

3. Any records listing databases and information systems considered “relevant” and “appropriately accessed” by CTIC personnel;

4. Any records or correspondence (including, but not limited to, MOUs, MOAs and similar documents) discussing whether CTIC personnel have authorization to access the following publicly known databases and systems:

1. Justice Information Network Data Exchange (JINDEX)

2. Law Enforcement National Data Exchange (N-Dex); 

3. Terrorism Intelligence Threat Assessment Network (TITAN); 

4. Federal Information Sharing Environment (ISE); 

5. Threat and Local Observation Notice (TALON) Reporting System; 

6. Interstate Identification Index (III);

7. Homeland Security Information Network Database (HSIN), including the United States Private-Public Partnership (USP3); 

8. Information Sharing Fellows (ISF) program;

9. Interagency Threat Assessment Coordination Group (ITACG); 

10. ICE Pattern Analysis and Information Collection (ICEPIC); 

11. Law Enforcement Intelligence Fusion System (IFS) (formerly known as ICE Network); 

12. Law Enforcement Analysis Data System (NETLEADS); 

13. Proton; 

14. the denied persons file of the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS); 

15. FBI Law Enforcement Online (LEO) system; 

16. Regional Information Sharing System (RISS); 

17. International Justice and Public Safety Information Sharing Network (NLETS); 

18. Open Source Information System (OSIS); 

19. Multistate Anti-Terrorism Information Exchange (MATRIX) program; 

20. Joint Regional Information Exchange System (JRIES); 

21. Terrorist Screening Center (TSC); 

22. Violent Criminal Apprehension Program (VICAP);  

23. Infrastructure Security Partnership; 

24. National Information Exchange Model (NIEM); 

25. Federal Trade Commission database; 

26. Homeland Security State and Local Intelligence Community of Interest (HS SLIC);

27. Homeland Security Network (HSDN); 

28. Secret Internet Protocol Router Network (SIPRNET); 

29. Digital Information Gateway (DIG);  and

30. US-VISIT.

5. Records or correspondence discussing whether CTIC personnel have authorization to access any databases and/or information systems related to the following commercial entities:

a) General Dynamics Advanced Information Systems;

b) Entersect; 

c) LocatePlus; 

d) Zabasearch;

e) ClaimSearch; and

f) Northrop Grumman Corporation.

Request for a Public Interest Fee Waiver 

 
According to Conn. Gen. Stat § 1-212(d)(3), a public agency shall waive any fee when “in its judgment, compliance with the applicant’s request benefits the general welfare.” Under this provision, the Media Freedom and Information Access Practicum qualifies for a fee waiver for the requested material, which will contribute significantly to public understanding of Connecticut’s public budgetary uses, intentions, and allocations. The Practicum maintains no commercial or private interest in obtaining these records. 

***

 
 We ask to receive all documents responsive to our request in electronic format, whenever possible. If some or all of the responsive documents are available in digital form by e-mail, please send them to the Practicum at mfia@mailman.yale.edu.

 
If this request is denied in whole or in part, please justify all deletions by reference to exemptions of the statute. In addition, please release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material.  

 
Pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat § 1-206(a), we expect a response within four business days of your receipt of the request. If you have any questions in processing this request, please do not hesitate  to contact us at the above e-mail address. Thank you for your time and assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Margot Kaminski, Nabiha Syed, and Adrienna Wong

Student Directors of the 

Media Freedom & Information Access Practicum

127 Wall Street

New Haven, CT 06510

mfia@mailman.yale.edu

